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FOREWORD

A good crop stand and subsequently an impressive yield starts with sowing healthy seeds. In Uganda, the
seed sector for many crops, that of groundnuts inclusive, is faced with many constraints. The primarily
challenges include: limited supply of foundation seed, poor seed quality control, poor demand estimation
and inadequate distribution systems. Secondary constraints include the often long testing process before a
new variety is released and registered, lack of established grades and standards.

The supply of groundnut seed to producers has been hampered by a number of factors. Biophysical factors
include: low seed multiplication rate, quick loss of seed viability, self-pollinated nature of the crop, sensitivity.
to heat and moisture and susceptibility to a myriad of pest attacks. Costs related to marketing include bulky
nature of the produce resulting in high costs of transportation and low profit margins. The above constraints
make private sector actors less attracted to groundnut seeds systems, leaving the task of providing seed of
improved groundnut varieties to farmers in required quantities and affordable price with the public sector
seed agencies. Unfortunately, the public sector seed agencies have not been able to meet the demand for
good quality seed of improved groundnut varieties in Uganda. There remains a large gap between the seed
demand and seed supply, resulting in low area coverage by improved varieties. Unless enterprising and
progressive farmers and supportive NGOs become seriously involved in seed production, this situation is
likely to remain unchanged.

Studies on economic performance of 14 improved groundnut released at NaSARRI - Serere, compared
with 2 local varieties demonstrated positive returns for improved varieties and negative returns for local
varieties. These varieties have been tested in various agroecological zones throughout Uganda thereby
making them even more relevant now as climate change emerges as a growing challenge to sustained
agricultural productivity. Therefore, adoption of improved groundnut varieties would significantly contribute
to improving the livelihoods of resource constrained farmers.

Moreover, the Groundnut breeding programme at NaSARRI is committed to continue to generate high
quality seeds necessary to mitigate the adverse effects of emerging production challenges.

This manual provides salient information on recommended groundnut seed production practices, costs-
benefits of producing different varieties to help farmers make important decisions. The manual also features
a review of the current seed law, certification and monitoring standards. It is carefully written in simple
language without compromising its scientific quality.

It is hoped that this manual reaches the intended users as we strive towards sustainable groundnut seed
production, productivity and subsequently improved livelihoods for the communities we serve. Given its
utility, | recommend that this manual be translated into several vernacular languages to benefit a wider
section of the groundnut farming community.

I sincerely thank our Development Partners for their contribution towards the production of this manual.
The Management of NARO and NaSARRI commend the team that put together this document. We expect
that more of such useful documents will be availed to the public.

Dr Beatrice Akello Omonuk
Director of Research NaSARRI
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longer than main stem; growth habit spreading, intermediate, or erect; usually two seeds per pod; pod
beak not very prominent; seed size medium (runner market type) to large (Virginia market type); testa
colour generally tan (red, white, purple, or variegated also exist); cured seed dormancy. moderate; maturity
medium to late. Examples includes Serenut 1R, Serenut 2, Serenut 3R, Serenut 5R, Serenut 7T, Serenut 8R,
Serenut 9T, Serenut 10R, Serenut 11T, Serenut 12R, Serenut 13T and Serenut 14R.

Variety fastigiata: These are characterised by floral axes on main stem; sequential branching; inflorescence
usually simple; vegetative branches sparse; primary branches shorter than main stem; growth habit upright;
two to four seeds per pod; pod beak absent, slight, or prominent; seed size small to medium; testa colour
tan, red, white, yellow, purple, or variegated; cured seed dormancy little. Examples include Redbeauty,
Acholiwhite

Variety vulgaris: These are characterised by floral axes on main stem; sequential branching, primary
branches shorter than main stem; growth habit upright; mostly two seeds per pod. Examples include
Serenut 4T, Serenut 6T, Amasoga.

These botanical classifications have implications on agronomic practices. In Uganda over 90% of the market
share is dominated by Virginia and Spanish. Most Valencias are landraces generally superior in their taste
and aroma to the other two market type. They are however, low yielding and susceptible to major diseases
of groundnuts in Uganda. All the 14 commercial varieties are Spanish and Virginia market types.

Fig.1: Variations among the three groundnut bo tanicals; left to right: Spanish (e.g. Erudurudu red);
Valencia (e.g. Acholiwhite/Redbeauty); Virginia (e.g. Serenut 7T)

1.3 IMPORTANCE OF GROUNDNUT IN UGANDA

In Uganda, groundnut is a staple legume and fast becoming a cash crop (Okello et al., 2010; 2013). Groundnut
seeds contain 40 - 50% oil, 20 - 50% protein and 10 - 20% carbohydrate depending on the variety. With the
costs of animal protein becoming increasingly prohibitive, groundnut is becoming an even more important
source of protein. Groundnut seeds are rich in vitamin E, niacin, falacin, calcium, phosphorus, magnesium,
zin, iron, riboflavin, thiamine and potassium (Savage and Keenan, 1994). One kilogram of groundnuts
provides approximately the same energy value as 2 kgs of beef, 1.5 kgs of cheddar cheese, 9 litres of milk or
36 medium size eggs (Woodroof, 1983). Groundnut is consumed raw, roasted, blanched, as peanut butter,
crushed and mixed with traditional dishes as a sauce or as binyebwa, a cooked paste. It is also an excellent
source of cooking oil and groundnut cake and haulms (straw, stems) are commonly used as animal feed.
Groundnuts thrive under low rainfall and as a legume it improves soil fertility by fixing nitrogen. Therefore,
the crop generally requires few inputs, making it appropriate for cultivation in low-input agriculture by
smallholding farmers (Smartt, 1994). As a cash crop, it gives relatively high returns for limited land area and
is well adapted to the hot, semi-arid conditions of Uganda. These multiple uses of groundnut make it an
excellent cash crop for domestic markets as well as for foreign trade.
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INTRODUCTION

1.1 THE GROUNDNUT PLANT DESCRIPTION

Cultivated groundnut (Arachis hypogaea L.), also commonly known as pul, emaido, ebinyebwa, njugu in
some of the languages where it is produced in Uganda, belongs to genus Arachis in subtribe Stylosanthinae
of tribe Aeschy of family L i Groundnut is an annual self-pollinating, indeterminate,
herbaceous legume that grows to a maximum height of 60 cm. Natural cross-pollination occurs at rates
of less than 1%. The fruit is a pod with one to five seeds that develops underground within a needlelike
structure called a peg, an elongated ovarian structure.

Sail level

Taproot
Mature pod

Lateral roots.

Adapred from: Nigam et al., 2004

1.2 GROUNDNUT BOTANICAL TYPES

Cultivated groundnut has two sub ies hypog and fe with the former having two botanical
varieties (hypogaea and hirsuta), while the latter has four botanical varieties (fastigiata, vulgaris, peruviana
and aequatoriana), differing in plant, pod and seed characteristics (Krapovickas and Gregory, 1994; Ntare
et al., 2008). Commercially grown cultivars belong to the market class Virginia or runner (subsp. hypogaea),
Valencia (subsp. fastigiata), and Spanish (subsp. vulgaris) as detailed below.

Variety hypogaea: no flower on the main axis (or main stem); alternate and sequential reproductive and
vegetative branches; inflorescence simple; vegetative branches moderate to profuse; primary branches

Presently in Uganda, the area under groundnut cultivation is estimated at 260,000 ha, representing 24.6%
of total arable land (UBOS, 2010). Groundnut production grew at the rate of 2.85% per year (Table 1).
Onfarm pod yields average 720 kg/ha of dry pods compared to potential onstation yields of 3,000 kg/ha.
The yield gaps are attributed to a combination of factors such as unreliable rains, mostly non-irrigated
production, traditional small-scale farming with little mechanization, pressure from pest infestations and
diseases, the use of low-yielding seed varieties and increased and/or continued cultivation on marginal land,
political instability, unsupportive oilseed policies and weak extension services. Research efforts have, since
the 1920s released 24 varieties, the most recent being the Serenut 1-14 series. These varieties have helped
to alleviate some of the production problems listed above. However, the market and field stability of these
varieties, in light of emerging stresses, calls for continuous research while at the same time keeping crop
improvement, quality and safety linked to practical applications.

The annual rate of growth (ROG) for yield and production areas are estimated at 0.74% and 3.60%,
respectively (Table 1), suggesting that the increases in production were mainly due to area expansion rather

than increases in productivity.

Table 1: Status of groundnut among grain legumes in Uganda
AR < 2 =

i Area Yield | I Production

e e T;f woronl | kg/ma ':;f I ':;f
CommonBean 917,000 272 12.14 491 455 450667 196
Groundnut 257,667 2.85 3.41 718 0.74 185,000 3.60
Soybean 151,000 077 200 1177 075 177,667 153
Pigeonpe 90,000 138 119 1015 023 91333 161
Cowpea 77,000 216 102 1074 202 82667 423
Peas 26,600 0.15 035 626 1.36 16,663 150
Chickpea 8,051 251 011 47 065 4,400 15
[Totalfaverage || 1527318] 237 2022 807/ 023 1008397 o034

Source: FAOSTAT (2012); area, yield and production are 2008-2010 averages; Rate of growth (ROG) are for
2001-2010

Projections

It has been projected that production of groundnut would have positive growth through 2020 (Table 2).
Overall, the country’s groundnut production would outstrip the national demand. ROGs of groundnut are
expected to grow at 2.73% per annum, respectively.

Table

Projected Production and National demand

Production (1000MT)  ROG |
2005 | 2020 | %) [ 2010

|

~ Demand (1000 MT) | Roe
Beenaau sl : ; | 2015 | 2020 | (A
Beans 480 575 662 371 464 545 641 330

Soybean 182 219 255 | 3,35 177 215 257 3.80
Groundnuts 193 224 253 273 186 214 251 3.80
Pigeonpeas 145 196 253 5.65 105 124 151 3.80
Cowpea 52 53 55 0.68 52 53 55 068
9 12 6.08 4 5 6 395
1276 | 1,49 | 368 987 1156 | 1362 327

B R =



TECHNICAL ASPECTS IN GROUNDNUT SEED
PRODUCTION

2.0 ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS
2.1 SOIL

Groundnuts grow best on friable soils that are well drained, well aerated, loosely textured and well supplied
with calcium, potassium and phosphorous. The soil should also contain moderate amounts of organic
matter. Heavier clay soils and those that tend to have surface crusting are unsuitable due to their high
resistance to peg penetration and pod expansion. Soils that are predominantly clay also result in the loss of
a large number of pods at harvest since most of them remain in the soil. In addition, pods harvested from
clay soils tend to carry a lot of soil resulting in lengthy periods of drying which may predispose them to
molding and hence aflatoxin contamination of the kernels. Groundnut grows best in slightly acidic soils with
apH of 6.0 t0 6.5 but a range of 5.5 to 7.0 is acceptable. Saline soils are not suitable since groundnut has a
very low salt tolerance.

2.2 MOISTURE REQUIREMENT

Groundnut seed has a high demand for water during germination. For good germination, optimum soil
moisture is required to facilitate the 35 - 40% water intake by imbibing seeds. Seeds should be planted when
moisture levels are favourable for rapid germination and growth. Rapid germination and vigorous growth
help the young plant to counteract diseases.

2.3 CLIMATE

Groundnuts are adapted to a wide range of climatic conditions;

Temperature: Optimum temperatures are 27 - 30 °C for seed germination and vegetative growth and 24
- 27 °C for reproductive growth. Dry weather is required for ripening and harvesting. Groundnuts are day
neutral and flowering initiation is unaffected by photoperiod.

Rainfall: Between 450 mm and 1250 mm of evenly distributed rainfall is required annually for good growth
and yield. Early maturing small seeded varieties require 300 - 500 mm while medium to late maturing large
seeded varieties need 1000 - 1200 mm rainfall.

have various | mechanisms for avoiding the effects of drought and an extensive root
system which is able to exploit moisture reserves at deeper layers of soil. Even during drought, groundnuts
will always form some pods. Although considered a drought tolerant crop, there are varietal variations to
drought tolerance and therefore irrigation may be necessary. Groundnuts are best grown where the rainfall
is reliable and/or where access to irrigation is available.

2.4 CULTIVARS

The class of parental seed will depend on the class of seed one has opted to produce. The parental seed
should be obtained from authorized sources. The seed procured for sowing should be handled carefully and
stored in a cool dry place.

Seed selection: Certified seed of adapted varieties purchased from a reliable source seed should be used.
In case of farmer saved seed, it should be pure (true to type or unadul d), graded (medi ize),
undamaged, fully developed and free from discolouration and fungal infection with a germination rate of
above 90%. Germination tests on seeds should be carried out one week before sowing and the seed rate
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th}!e 3 Key attributes of adapted commercial groundnuts cultivars in Uganda

Year | 7
Special trait

| Negative attributes Positive attributes

« Confectionery type
« Softshell {easy to shell)

« Big bold red seeds
* Resistant to leafspots;

* Rosette susceptible
* Leafminer Susceptible

Serenut 1R 1998
* Susceptible to Aflatoxin + Drought Tolerant * Staygreen
contamination
+ Leafminr Suseeptible « Big bold tan seeds * Highly Drought Tolerant
Serenut2 1998 * Difficulttoshell + Resistant to Leafspots and Rosetle virus + Tolerant to Aspergillus colonization and
+ Good for condiments, flour aflatoxin contamination
* Long dormancy (45 days) + Resistant to leafspots; « Highoil
* Wesk pegs at harvest(pods * Tolerant to Drought « Good for butter
e o0 remain n soil) * Resistant to Rossete

* Bitter to taste when raw
* Susceptible to Aflatoxin
contamination

s B - and  « Good for Confectit butter « High

leafspots and rosette virus * Early maturing

Serenut4T 2002« Small seeds Difficult to shell
* Susceptible to Aflatoxin

contamination

« Tolerant to Aspergillus colonization and
aflatoxin contamination

* Susceptible toleafminer

* Medium to large seeds
* susceptible to Aflatoxin

+ Short dormancy (about 30days)

* Tolerant to drought; o
Serenut SR 2010 i el e
contamination * Resistantto rosette virus * Good attractive red colour
* Resistant to leafspot
+ Leafminer Susceptible * Rosette resistant
: + VeryToll bunchy groundnut
Sarentor S * Susceptible to Leafspot * Medium to big seeds * veryeasyto. naryvin
+ Susceptible to Aflatoxin « Easy to shell « Confectioner type
contamination + Early maturing (90 days)
+ Leafminer Susceptible * Drought toleran, + Easy 1o shell (soft pods)
+ Susceptible to Aflataxin + Uniform mattype growth * Confectionery Type
et 2081 contamination * Rosette and leafspos resistant. + Good for condiments, flour
* Bigpodsand Seeds :
+ Stay green
* Leafminer Susceptible + Drovght tleran, « Bunchy groundnut very easy to harvest
AR P ; ype growth * Deep red with faint dark striy
<iea contamination + Rosette and leafspots resistant atactivemariateolose ||
~ Stay green + Goodfor butter
+ Leafmi S
iner Suseeptible  Very sweetDrought olerant * Tolerant to both Aspergillus colonization
4 - Iniform mat-type growth and Aflatoxin contamination
Serenut 2011 = Rosette and leafspots resistant; = Tolerant to thrips attack.
= Easy to shell = Best Tan confectionery
« Stay green

i - Leafmi
e t eafminer tolerant:
- Stay green

= Drought tolerant,
= Rosette and leafspots resistant;
= Easy toshell

= Giant pod and seeds
= Confectionery type

* Drought tolerant,

= Very Tal bunchy groundnut
Rosette and leafspots resistant; i

* Very easy to harvest

+ Staygreen + Deep red attractive market colour
* Confectionery Type

. * Uniform light tan atts

: o ght tan attractive seeds

* Resistant; Easy to shell soft pods)
* Good for butter and condiments
* Staygreen

* Drought tolerant,
* Rosette and leafspots resistant;
* Staygreen

For pictures of these varieties refer to Appendix A (page 31)

* Confectionery Type
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adjusted accordingly. Several other factors must be considered when deciding on a variety. These include
yield, resistances to major pests and disease, grades, farmer preferences e.g. seed colour (Western, Central
and Southern regions of Uganda prefer red types whereas northern and eastern regions do not have a
particular kernel colour preference), growth habit, and maturity periods. The “perfect variety” possessing
all the necessary traits for diverse environments does not exist, so it makes good sense to plant a couple of
different varieties to reduce the production risk. Pods should be shelled 1 - 2 weeks before sowing and only
good quality seed should be selected for sowing. Itis always recommended to test the germination capacity.
of seed prior to planting. Planting two or more varieties with different maturity dates permits efficient use
of limited harvesting and curing equipments. It is good practice to purchase certified groundnut seed at
regular intervals, preferably every 2 - 3 years. The seeds must be free from contamination, irrespective of
the sources of supply.

Seed dressing: Groundnut seed is susceptible to a number of soil pathogens particularly fungi that cause
seed decay and seedling death. Seed treatment prior to planting will protect the seed and seedlings from
these pathogens and increase the plant stand in the field. Two seed dressing fungicides, Mancozeb and

Thiram, are currently regi i ~
SR ECUT IS Comple_le Box 1: Summary of recommended practices

coating of the seed is essential =

and the use of a mechanical 8 yaspect R practice

mixing  apparatus is strongly | climate Rainfall: 450 - 1250 mm per year

recommended. Comprehensive
directions for the use of these
agents are indicated on the
label. While treating seeds care |  soils
should be taken so as to avoid

Temp: 24 - 30°C
Region in Uganda Low to mid-altitude

Sandy or sandy loam, or loamy sands

5 ; il 1 NPK
injury to seed radicles. Fertilizer 60 kg ha
Rotation With cereals or cassava, sweet potato,
Dormancy: Seed dormancy sunflower

has been defined as the failure
of an intact, viable seed to
complete germination under
favourable conditions (Bewley,
1997).  Dormancy  allows
plants to survive unfavorable
environmental conditions.

Land preparation ~ Before on-set of rains, to a fine tilth

When moisture is adequate and stable in soil
Sow to a depth of 5- 6 cm

Planting time

Seed dressing 'With fungicide e.g. Mancozeb and Thiram

Mature  groundnut  kernels Spacing Semi-erect types: 45X 10 -15cm e.g.

are dormant to some degree. Serenut 1R, Serenut 2, Serenuts 7T, Serenut
However, the period of dormancy 8R

depends on the variety, botanical Bunch types: 45cm X 7.5-10 cm e.g. Serenut
group and storage conditions. 4T, 5R, 6T

Seed dormancy in groundnuts is Weeding 2 -3 times

predominantamong e ey Irrigation Where possible and necessary

varieties. For instance Serenut
3R has a dormancy of at least 45
days; Serenut SR has a dormancy
period of at least 30 days. The other commercial varieties have no dormancy period and sprout in the field
when harvesting is delayed. Environmental factors can break the dormancy. It is absent in Spanish and
Valencia groundnut or is naturally broken several weeks after seed maturity. Non-dormancy results in field
sprouting especially if harvesting is delayed. This reduces seed yield and quality considerably. Some Virginia
type groundnuts can have a dormancy of 4 or more months. Chemical products such as ethylene (3.5ppm)
induce excellent germination. Ethephon® can also be used to break dormancy in groundnuts. Exposure to
high temperatures (40 - 45°C for 15 days) can also break the dormancy.

The key growth characteristics of adaptable cultivars in Uganda are shown in Table 3.

FIELD OPERATIONS
3.1 LAND PREPARATION

Good land preparation is critical for maximum moisture retention, precision planting, fast uniform seed
germination and emergence and effective weed and disease control. Land should be prepared early (six
weeks before planting), before the rains start, so that sowing can take place early in the rains. A well
pulverized seedbed with sufficient planting depth coupled with recommended spacing, good germination,
weed control and good moisture retention is imperative for good yields (Fig.2). All crop residues and weeds
should be completely removed or well incorporated into the soil, and seed beds should be smooth to
provide good soil-to-seed contact after sowing. While opening land using hand hoe or ox plough, one should
adhere to the above recommendations. Those who can afford tractors for land preparation, should deep
turn the soil to bury crop residue and weeds, using a disc plough, 3 - 4 weeks before planting. In wet, low
lying areas it may be worth considering using ridges in which to plant groundnuts. The use of ridges can
prevent waterlogging, and improve weed control and harvesting. Ridges should be made at, or just before,
sowing and they should be flat-topped.

3.2 FERTILIZATION APPLICATION

Groundnut does well in soils that are rich in organic matter. Fertilizer levels would depend on the results of
soil tests and the productivity levels targeted for the crop. Groundnuts respond better to residual fertility
than to direct fertilization. If a well-fertilized crop precedes groundnuts, direct fertilization may not increase
the yield or quality of the groundnuts. In addition to major nutrients N, P, and K, calcium (Ca) is a critical
nutrient in producing high quality groundnut seed. There must be sufficient amounts of Ca in the top 8
- 12 cm of soil after the entry of the peg. Characteristics of Ca deficiency include a dark plumule, slow
germination and emergence, low seedling survival, poor growth, poor pod filling (pops) and a weakened
plant. In tests, seed germination averaged 92% when the Ca level was greater than 420 ppm but decreased
to 52% when the Ca level decreased to 200 ppm. It is important to maintain near to neutral soil pH levels (as
high or low levels may create either deficiency or toxicity of micro-nutrients) and Ca to K ratios of less than
3 to 1. Excessive K in the podding zone interferes with Ca uptake and results in pod rot and pops (unfilled
pods or wind nuts). Regardless of soil tests, it is advisable to apply 150 - 200 kg ha* Ca to small-seeded
varieties and 300 - 400 kg ha™ to large-seeded varieties at the time of peak flowering. The gypsum/lime
(depending upon soil pH) should be applied as side placement followed by light inter-row cultivation to mix
it with soil and remove weeds. Do not apply potassium fertilizers after the groundnuts have emerged. Foliar
sprays of nutrients are generally ineffective or not economically viable, except to prevent or correct some
micronutrient deficiencies. It is also important to monitor Mg, B, and Zn levels closely in seed production
fields. They can interfere with the availability of other nutrients and their toxicity or deficiency can affect
plant growth and production. A soil test is advisable before recommendations are made. However if soil
test results are not available, the general fertilizer recommendation is:

NPK kg /ha: 25 kg of N - 50 kg of P,0, - 100 kg of K,0
Farm Yard Manure (FYM) or Compost: Apply 10 - 12 t ha'; 25 - 30 days before sowing. Introducing manure
in a crop rotation also helps to increase the organic matter content of the soil and improve its structure.
3.3 PLANTING
Time of planting: The current global weather changes make it difficult to standardize the planting date.
However, farmers should plant as soon as there is adequate and consistent moisture in the soil to ensure

good germination and subsequent plant growth. Timely planting should take advantage of periods of higher
rainfall and avoid end of season drought effects.




Inoculation: Before sowing, a Rhizobium inoculum should be applied to groundnut seeds, especially when
the soil is being used for the first time. Inoculation with Rhizobium bacteria stimulates nodulation on the
roots, thus, causing the plant to provide its own nitrogen and consequently reducing the need to apply large
quantities of nitrogenous fertilizer. When inoculating seeds, they should first be dampened and then mixed
thoroughly with Rhizobium inoculant at 168 grams / 36 kg seed.

Sowing: Sow groundnut seed in rows and at the recommended spacing (Fig.2). Groundnut spacing depends
on the growth habit of the variety, botanical type, seed mass and germination rate of the seed-lot. The
recommended space between rows is 45 cm while the recommended spacing between plants within a row
is:

* Semi-erect types: 10 - 15 cm (e.g. Serenut 1R, Serenut 2, Serenut 7T, Serenut 8R)

* Bunch types: 7.5 - 10 cm (e.g. RedBeauty, Serenut 4T, Serenut 6T)

Row spacing can be reduced from 45 cm to 30 cm, if desired, and this will allow earlier ground cover and help
prevent serious weed problems. Generally, 150,000 plants/ha are recommended for dry land production
and 300,000 plants/ha for irrigated land. The weight of seeds required to sow one hectare is called the
seeding rate (SR). This depends on the varietal characteristics, seed quality and planting density.

The SR is calculated as follows:

SR :Pensity (plants/ha) x Weight of 100 seeds (g)

10 x seed viability (‘;A,) x shelling yield (%)

Plar.m‘ng groundnut plants closer together results in individual plants setting fewer pods, but over a short
period of time. Overall, this will ensure that the pods will be of a similar age and stage of development
and, therefore, make it easier to decide when to harvest (Okello et af., 2010). Wider spacing will produce:
fewer yields per unit area. It is important to sow groundnut seed in rows and at the right spacing as this
helps to achieve the correct seed rate, reduce the incidence of rosette disease, ensures a more uniform pod
rr?aturi!y, better quality seed and maximizes yield. Row planting eases operations like: weeding, spraying,
disease and pest identification, estimation of plant population/yield per unit area, determininglseed rate'
supe‘rvision and harvesting. Therefore plant at the recommended plant population based on a given rcw’
spacing and seed count. Sowing at 5 - 6 cm depth ensures that the plant develops and produces optimally.
Se.ed that germinates slowly as a result of deep planting, takes longer to emerge and a substandard pIant‘
will be produced. Shallow planting of seed (less than 5cm) can only be considered when enough moisture

Fig.2: Row planted groundnut crop
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Weeding: Aseed production field should
be weed free as weeds not only affect
productivity and other field operations
but also interfere with rouging. Further,
the presence of weed seeds in produce
may disqualify it for certification. Weeds
<an significantly lower the groundnut
yield by competition, interference with
harvest and by harbouring pests and
diseases (alternate/alternative hosts).
At harvest time, some weed seed will be
harvested along with the groundnut, so
thatyour seed will be contaminated with
weed seed. Groundnut is inherently a
poor weed competitor particularly 3 - 6
weeks after sowing; therefore, effective
early weed control implies good control
of weed throughout the growing season
and this will translate into higher yields.
Weeds can be controlled by using
cultural, mechanical, physical and chemical means. A combination of these approaches provides the most
suc‘cessful results. However, the ultimate choice depends on the species of weeds involved and the level
of xvfestaﬁon. Generally, 2 - 3 weedings are recommended, the first before flowering and at least one
additional weeding during pegging. Once pegging begins, soil disturbance near the plant should be avoided
orkept to a minimum, so as not to interfere with the developing pods. Instead weeds at this stage should be
removed by hand-pulling. Weeding by hand pulling to avoids disrupting soil and damaging the pegs (Fig.4)
Crup. rotation may reduce certain species of weeds. Pre- and post-emergence herbicides may be used‘ to‘
eradicate weeds.

Fig.4: Pegs exposed due to late weeding

Earthing: Many hrm_ers p.ra.crice »eanhing up (mounding soil around the plant) to allow pegs from higher
n.odes to enter_the soil. This is an important yield limiting factor as it influences. pod formation of the lower
highly productive nodes, and promote growth of the stem rot causing fungus (Sclerotium rolfsii). It also

instance) but does lead to lower yields.

Rog}nng: This consists of manual removal of plants of other varieties present in the field intended for seed
certification prior to field inspections by the monitoring team. Plants that should be rouged out include
off-type plants, prohibited and other noxious weeds. A minimum of two (preferably three) roguings should
be carried out before harvest to remove off-type groundnut plants in the seed production field. At the
seedling stage, weak, distorted, variegated, diseased, and out of the row alignment seedlings sh‘ould be
removed and destroyed. At the flowering stage, variants, not conforming to flower morphology, branchin;
pattern, growth habit, and other diagnostic characteristics of the variety under seed muln‘plicaéion shoulg
be removed from the field. Similarly, at the podding stage, based on peg morphology and other vegetative
characters, the remaining off-types including late flowering plants should be removed. The last roguing i:
done on tlhs.! harvested plants to remove plants with diseased pods and off-types based on pod afd segei;
charactenstvcls (Table 4). Depending on the degree of contamination a field can be retained or rejected f
seed production. Fields of mother seeds should have less than one. off-type in 1000 and those u; cerﬁﬁ:l;

is available and the climate is moist. In situations where moisture is not limiting 5 cm to 6 cm is the ideal
planting depth. Seeds must not be sown immediately after heavy rains since they imbibe too much water,
which causes rotting. This also results in excessive soil compaction which may hinder germination. Long
duration varieties (120 days and above e.g. Igola) should only be planted with the first rains in the first
season. Short to medium duration varieties can be planted in either season. Early planting generally
improves yields and seed quality.

Isolation distance: In general, natural cross pollination in groundnut is almost absent. However, at locations
where bee activity is intense, depending on the variety and season, natural cross pollination can occur.
Therefore, it is essential to have adequate isolation distance between varieties in seed production fields to
help prevent contamination with pollen from other varieties and mechanical mixtures. Where natural cross
pollination is almost negligible, an isolation distance of 3 - 5m between varieties is required for all classes of
certified seeds. Isolation distance should be determined for each location, season, and variety depending
upon the extent of natural cross pollination.

Rotation: Prolonged monocropping on the same field increases the build-up of pest and disease. A well
planned, crop rotation system can ensure good yields of high quality groundnut. In order to reduce risk in
the farming system, groundnuts should be grown in rotation with other crops, especially grass type crops

Groundnuts have been shown to improve the yield of subsequent cereal crops up to 20%. One of the best
crop rotation systemsis onein which a grass fallow is followed by groundnuts. Fewer diseases are also present
in groundnuts following a grass crop. Usually groundnuts also produce a better crop on fields that have been
fallowed. To avoid the build-up of pests and diseases, groundnut should not be grown continuously on the
same land. A rotation of 3 years or longer can usually reduce disease, pest and weed problems. Because
of the incidence of pests and soil-borne diseases, groundnut should not be grown after cotton, although
cotton can be used in rotation after groundnut. Crops such as soybean, tobacco, tomatoes and certain other
vegetables may cause a build-up of nematodes and soil-borne diseases and, therefore, should be avoided in
rotation with groundnuts. Cereals, such as maize, sorghum and millet are good rotational crops, and other
clean-weeded crops such as cassava, sweetpotato and sunflower can also be used. Circumstances may force
a farmer to plant groundnuts in succession in which case disease problems can be expected, especially leaf
and pod diseases. This can be improved by deep ploughing which may reduce the disease problem.

3.4 WEED CONTROL

Table 4: Stages when to rogue groundnut seed fields

1 C?;:; Growth St.;gé : H yolihét 6ﬁ-ﬁpés Canbe Seen an

Seedling Volunteer plants, perennial troublesome weeds, which are larger ¢l
seedlings

Early growth Other varieties and off types taller than the seed crop variety

Flowering Other varieties, off types which have different flower colour

Maturity Other varieties, off types with different colour, height, maturity, etc.

Hand Harvest Plants which differ in appearance from the seed crop variety.

3.5 DISEASES AND PESTS MANAGEMENT

Plant Protection: Diseases and insect pests affect groundnut productivity and the quality of produce (poor
pod filling, low shelling outturn, small seed size, shriveled seed, seed discolouration, seed damage, low
germination etc). They also interfere with recording of proper field observations. Groundnut is susceptible
to a number of pests and diseases. There are a number of disease/insect pest management measures,
including use of resistant cultivars, cultural, chemical and biological. Growing resistant/tolerant cultivars
is the most economic and efficient measure. In case the level of resistance in a preferred cultivar is not
high enough, other approaches should be combined to obtain better protection against diseases and insect
pests. Recommended protection measures against major diseases and insect pests should be regularly.
followed during the cropping season. Comprehensive coverage of major pests and diseases of groundnuts
in Uganda and their managements has been documented by Okello et al. (2013) in the production guide
entitled ‘Groundnuts production guide for Uganda: Recommended practices for farmers.’ Copies are freely
available online at:

http://oar.icrisat.org/7385/
or  http://pmil.caes.uga.edu/documents/UGA136/UgandaGroundnutManual.pdf

3.6 HARVESTING

Harvesting: The timing of harvesting is very critical as it can significantly affect the yield and the quality of
seeds. Premature harvesting lowers the yield, oil percent, flavour and quality of seeds. Delayed harvesting
after physiological maturity can result in Aspergillus flavus infection and aflatoxin contamination in pods/
seeds and many pods may remain in the soil due to weakening of pegs. Non-dormant varieties will also start
germinating if harvesting is delayed. Therefore, it is important to harvest at optimum maturity.

Groundnuts show indeterminate growth, which means that from about four weeks onwards the crop will
continue to flower and grow vegetatively throughout the growing season. This characteristic makes it
difficult to determine when optimum maturity occurs.

Itis very common for the crop to still be flowering at harvest. As a result, the crop does not mature evenly
and it can be difficult to determine exactly when to harvest. Therefore, at harvest, seeds on a single plant will
be at differing levels of maturity. Harvesting is one of the most critical operations in groundnuts production
(Fig.5). Weeds can make efficient harvesting impossible by interfering with digging or lifting. Determining
when to harvest is important. Groundnut may gain 300 - 450 kg/ha and 2 - 3% in grade during the 10-day
period before optimum harvest. Losses greater than 300 - 450 kg/ha may occur if the crop is not harvested
at optimum maturity. In order to determine the best harvest date a farmer must scout his crop on a regular
basis. Maturity affects flavor, grade, milling quality, and shelf life. Not only do mature groundnuts have the
quality characteristics that consumers desire, they are worth more to the producer. Damage to pods at



the time of harvest should be avoided as much as possible since this can lead to rapid invasion of the pods
by Aspergillus flavus / Aspergillus parasiticus which leads to aflatoxin contamination. Remove excessive
moisture from the pods after harvesting through shaking.

i) Timing of pulling /Harvesting

The groundnut plant usually gives an indication when to
harvest. In order to determine the correct harvest date,
the development of the plant must be considered. The
groundnuts should be harvested when approximately
75% of the pods have reached maturity. Harvesting at
the right time gives the farmer the maximum yield and
grade. If harvesting is too early, grading factors will be
lower. If harvesting is too late, over-mature pods can
lose peg strength resulting in yield loss. There are several
methods to determine the optimum digging time (see
below). It is therefore very important to harvest the
€rop at optimum maturity, as excessive numbers of
over-mature or very immature pods at harvest can be
reflected in high levels of aflatoxin in the product.

ii) Harvest Indicators

As pods mature, the inside portions develop brown
to black markings, while immature pods retain a fresh
white appearance. The cellular layer just below the
outer layer of the pod undergoes several colour changes
during the maturation phase. This cellular layer is
called the mesocarp. It changes in colour from white to
Yellow to orange to brown and finally black as the pod
matures. This colour distinction can be used to estimate
crop maturity with the ‘hull scrape’ method,

Melhod. 1: Hull scrape method; Hold the pod with the
be‘ak pointing down and away from you. With a pocket
kn'lfe, scrape away the outer hull in the area from the
middle of the pod to the peg attachment point. This region is known as the saddle. Pods should be moist

when the colour determinations are mad,
I e. To get accurate repr: i i
adjacent plants from 3 - 5 locations in the field. B e e

Itis important to note the colour

e in the saddle area of the pod. This is Wwhere the colour changes first occur

The colours which occur are:

Table 5: Colours in the saddle area and implications to harvest

Saddle” Area

GROUN
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® Hoe/Ox - drawn plough: Used for spreading groundnut varieties (Serenut 3R), on heavy soils and
during dry conditions. This method is effective in lifting the entire crop from soils with a reduced pod
loss. Avoid injury to pods and seed during harvesting using this method. The blades should be passed
away from the pods as much as possible. A forked hoe/plough causes less pod/seed damage than
unforked ones. This harvesting technique is practiced mainly during the second rains when drought
usually sets in at harvesting time. Mechanical damage during harvesting with a hoe is a big problem
in groundnuts. When pods are damaged, moulds will enter and produce aflatoxins. The situation
becomes worse when drying takes place on bare ground.

3.7 HARVEST MANAGEMENTS
The two most important operations in handling groundnut after harvest are cleaning and drying.

Cleaning and selection at harvests: Freshly harvested groundnuts should be cleaned and sorted to remove
damaged nuts and other foreign matter. It is recommended to shake the harvested. plant immediately after
lifting to remove soil from pods (Fig.6). This will promote faster drying and also prevent formation of fungal
growth. Extra care should be taken to avoid pod damage during and after harvesting since this can lead to
rapid invasion of the pods by A. flavus/A. parasiticus that produce aflatoxins. The harvested plants should
be left in rows for final rouging. Any off-type plant (based on pod and seed characteristics) and plants with
diseased pods should be removed. Gleanings (left over pods in the soil) from seed production plots should
not be mixed with certified seed. Broken and rotted pods should be removed at once.

Drying: Groundnuts must be properly cured if
desirable flavour, texture, germination and overall
quality are to be maintained. Moisture reduction is the
major consideration in groundnut curing and may be
accomplished by natural windrow drying or by artificially
drying in a mechanically control environment. At the
time of harvest, groundnut pods generally contain 35-
60% moisture. Once the prevailing humidity is low in
the productive areas open windrow drying for 5-7 days
under good conditions is usually sufficient.

In places where high temperatures prevail at the time
of harvest direct exposure of pods to the sun should
be avoided. This can be achieved by arranging the
harvested plants in circular heaps with pods facing
inside. Managing the drying system quality control
is important, as constant checks must be done on
groundnut kernels especially as moisture content
approaches the 12% moisture level. Do not allow
average moisture content to get below 8.5% for any
lot with no portion of the lot containing less than 7 %
moisture nor more than 10 % moisture. Drying should
be rapid to prevent mould growth and the possible
ﬁ?rmatz’on of aflatoxin. However, the drying rate must
tting when the nuts are shelled.

Fig.6: Freshly harvested groundnut being dried
in the garden,

be controlled to prevent excessive slippage and spli

If 3 thresher is used to strip pods, it
ibilities of e j’ P as, should be thoroughly cleaned before use for each variety. All the

G e A B T ?;Nje time of threshing should be eliminated. After stripping/threshing,
o air to evaporate the excess moisture. Or else, they

ng low humidity
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|
Fig.5: Happy farmer showing freshly harvested groundnut |
|
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Method 2: Shell interior method. The most dependable guide to determine when to harvest is to look for
pods with shells turning dark brown inside and the seed coat will be thin and tight on the kernel (Fig.4). The
best time to harvest is when the crop has the highest percentage of sound mature kernels (SMK). Pull 3- 5
plants, strip the pods, shell and examine the insides of the shells. If the majority of the pods (70% upwards)
have dark markings inside the shell and the seed are plump and the true colour of that variety, then the
groundnut is mature and ready for harvest.

Method 3: Seed weight. The mean seed mass is determined to estimate the maturity at successive intervals.
It reaches a constant value, when the crop is mature.

Example: Suppose 3 plants harvested on 20" July gave an average seed mass of 30g, and others harvested
on 21* July also gave the same mass, then the crop is mature,

Method 4: Days after Planting: This and other
guides include information on the number of
days after planting (DAP) that each variety needs
to mature. Use the estimated period of maturity
of the varieties as provided by breeder / research
institution. For example, Serenuts 1R, 2, 7T, 8R,
97T, 10R, 11T, 12R, 13T, 14R matures in 100 - 110
days. Serenuts 3R, 4T, 6T maturesin 90 - 100 days.
Acholi White and Red Beauty matures in 85 days.
However, DAP is a general estimate of maturity
and it should never be used alone for determining
the harvesting date. The DAP information should
rather be used to schedule approximate planting
date. On large acreages, it is suggested that
multiple varieties be selected to allow for varying
harvest dates. Groundnut varieties e.g Serenut
7T (Fig. 4), having the stay-green trait (a new trait
associated with high drought tolerance) even
at physiological maturity requires a different
harvest management from the other non-stay
green types. The estimated maturity date from
research is the ideal harvest indicator.

Fig.4 Mature stay green groundnut variety showing
pods with dark brown interior.

With experience farmers will become more adept at determining the maturity differences. Farmers must

consider the other factors listed below in determining when to harvest, but as a general guide the crop is

ready for harvesting when the following maturity levels are reached:

Virginia Varieties: Harvest when 60 to 65% of the pods are brown and black.

Valencia and Spanish Varieties: Harvest when 65 to 80% of the pods brown and black.

Prevailing weather conditions can also influence the determination of the harvest date, as it influences

quality. Drought determines the harvest date when the soil is desiccated to such an extent that the plant

withers and the seeds in the pods begin to shrivel and take on a ripe appearance. Such groundnuts must be

harvested immediately.

Harvesting techniques .
Two major harvesting techniques are used in Sub Saharan Africa; hand and hoe/ox drawn plough. Whichever

methad is used care should be taken not to injure the seeds and pod.

* Hand harvesting/ hand pulling: Most suitable for erect/semi erect groundnut varieties (e.g. Serer}ut
4T and Serenut 6T, Serenut 12R) in sandy, loam soils which are well drained. Commonly used durm_g
the rainy season when the soils are moist and soft. Hold the entire group of branches as the plant is
being lifted. Hand harvest only when there is enough moisture in the soil.
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could be dried in the shade (but it would take longer). Exposure to high temperatures (above 45“(_3) may
affect the seed quality. The moisture content in unshelled groundnut should be brought down to 8% (in case
of seed 6%) for storage. Only sound, mature, clean, and well-filled pods should be selected for seed.

Packaging: The cleaned and well-dried groundnut seedpods produced should be packaged in polythene-
lined gunny bags with appropriate certification tags. Each bag should be properly stitched along with a seed
tag (issued by the seed certification agency in MAAIF) and sealed. The colour of the tag for Breeder seed is
golden yellow, for Foundation seed is white, and for Certified seed is azure blue. The seed producer should
maintain a proper record of use of seed tags.

3.8 STORAGE

It is important to remove all
damaged, discoloured, rotted,
immature and  sprouted
pods, other plant materials
and soil from the produce
before storage. Groundnut
stores better in pods than
as seeds. Under unfavorable
conditions, groundnut
seed loses viability quickly.
Safe storage of groundnut
requires an atmosphere with
low relative humidity of 60
to 70 %. Storage facilities
for groundnuts should be
weather proof and free from
insect and disease bearing
litter. Buildings should have
provisions for good ventilation
b o I0 O OERiEn o Fig.7: Properly dried groundnut being stored on raised wooden planks.
water. Store the dry pods in
gunny bags and stack them -
upto 10 bags high in separated stacks so that air freely circulates among them. The bags should be piled on
wooden planks to avoid damage from dampness that may cause moulds to develop (Fig.7). Before bagging,
pods should be dusted with Actellic Super to protect them from storage pests. Adequate air spa.ce shou!d
be provided between the surface of stored groundnuts and the floor using pallets or similar materials. Avo@
storing groundnuts in buildings where the temperature may become too r.|igh (>30°C].. Proper storage is
important to maintain groundnut quality and prevent aflatoxin contamination. Aﬂato?u‘ns are very potent
cancer causing chemicals that are produced by various fungi. Thus, under no c?ndmons should moldy
groundnuts be eaten or sold. Groundnuts saved for seed must be protected from insects, mderyts, as well
as from high temperatures and high relative humidity. Seed retain viability Ionger. \.NhEI'\ stored in the pod
than shelled. Groundnut seeds to be used for planting should be treated with fungicides to prevent damage
from seed rotting and damping off fungi in the soil. The use of dried neem leaves could also be uﬁe.d to
control storage pests in groundnuts. Groundnut seed should not be carried over more than a year if it is to

be sold as certified seed.
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3.9 SHELLING

Shelling of groundnut pods
for seed should preferably
be done manually (Fig.8).
Manual shelling can reduce
damage and splitting  of
seeds, which can happen in
mechanical shelling. At the
time of shelling, any seed,
which is infected, damaged,
or does not conform to shape,
size, and colour of the variety
under  seed  production,
should be removed. The
seeds should be treated with
appropriate fungicides and
insecticides before sowing.

Fig.8: Hand shelling and sorting groundnut for planting.

Box 2: Recommended shelling practices

Separate out immature pods as well as those infested with pests and diseases
Do not shell by beating or trampling on groundnut in shells

Manual or motorised shelling is recommended but the shellers should not damage
the seeds.

Use hand or motorised shellers specifically designed for groundnuts

Do not sprinkle water on dry pods while using mechanical shellers.
(where possible) the space between b
reduce breakage.

Instead, adjust
lades and the sieve according to pod size to

Remove shriveled, discoloured, mould

Yy and damaged grains from the lot including
groundnuts with damaged testa and di:

spose off unwanted materials.

3.10 TRANSPORT

The most frequent mode of transport for groundnuts is by road trucks or motorcycles and bicycles, Care
should be taken not to overload the groundnuts

and reduce on the aeration, The groundnut must be
protected against rain and excessive sunshine during transportation

3.11 MARKETING

Although groundnuts in Uganda are sold
and seed companies are engaged in com

mainly as grain, a number of agro-input dealers, farmer groups
analysis of the average market performai

mercial groundnut seed production. Chapter four gives a detailed
nce of groundnut varieties in the country.
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Details concerning these varieties and the main problems that they were designed to handle are provided in
Table 1 of this publication. The farming practices depicted in Table 7 and the associat:

intended to reflect average production conditions in Uganda and 2012 in,
on yields has been collected over time in ongoin|
These estimates are intended to serve as a Bui
recommendations and more directly for farmers
use.

ed cost estimates are
put and output prices. The data
g farm trials conducted in various locations by NaSARRI.
de for extension personnel when examining alternatiye
when exploring choices concerning what seed varieties to

Results

An analysis of the cost of production of the NaSARRI release

d varieties and the two local varieties reveals
positive returns for improved varieties. Groundnut seed

varieties that have been released more recently
buted to the fact that more recent releases are
, 10, 12 and 14 are an improvement of Serenut 1 with
rosette virus resistance and drought tolerance. Serenut 7,9,11and 13 are improved Serenut 2 with a soft
shell, sweeter taste, and big bold seeds 80od for both confectionery and butter. On the other hand, the
returns expected from the two local varieties, red beauty and Amasoga, are not sufficient to recover the
associated costs of production thereby generating loses.

These estimates are averages and can therefore increase or decrease depending on the prevailing input and
output prices of a particular area, However, for farmers that follow the recol
(row planting, Proper spacing, seeding rates, etc)
depicted in tables 1 and 2. Therefore, our recom
encourage the use of improved varieties in order tl
with better seed varieties and thus can improve thi

mmended agronomic practices
their returns should not be far different from what is
mendation is that different stakeholders promote and
hat Ugandan farmers can enjoy the rewards associated
eir livelihoods.

Summary

This chapter evaluated the average economic performance of 14 NaSARR| groundnut releases and of two
local varieties. Enterprise budgeting is used to compute gross margins, profits and calculate the break-
even yields for the various groundnut varieties using 2012 average input and output prices. The results
demonstrated positive returns for improved varieties and negative returns for local varieties. Therefore,

successful adoption of these improved groundnut varieties could play a significant role in improving the
livelihoods of resource constrained farmers.

can continue to generate high quality see
climatic variability. Finally, the figures presented here are based on the limite
important to enhance data collection eff

d data available and it is
orts 50 as to generate more detailed and

richer analyses.
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THE AVERAGE ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE OF
ALTERNATIVE GROUNDNUT VARIETIES IN UGANDA

4.1 INTRODUCTION

Groundnut production has become increasingly important in Ugf’;mdan farrrjing systems (Oke::o e;::j:}l:\)t
However, amajor issue is the severe yield gap when compared with mternatvmnal yieldsas wz ':‘se rpevaleme
station results (Asekenye, 2012). In addition, diverse market preferences, cllr.nate clhangg anr VEdp M
of major pests and diseases make it imperative to continually generate and disseminate ufnp cnd fovmon i
varieties. Moreover, recent work by Kassie et al. (2011) has»conclut?ed thatvthe generanondamaliumﬁon 2
improved groundnut seed varieties can be very important in the fight against pu.v:r.tdv é;cur:es et
Uganda. The National Groundnut Improvement Programme at the Nam.mal Semi r\t o
Institute (NaSARRI) in Serere, Uganda has responded to the ne.ed for .lmprcved material by

varieties since 1998 and 10 of these releases have been accomplished since 2010.

S o : ot
A necessary step before promoting these improved varieties is to generate economic r\]nform.?tlon sol tzte
i i his chapter is to evalu
i their potential. Therefore, the purpose of t :
farmers and extension workers can assess ! e
the average economic performance of the 14 NaSARRI releases and then compare their performance wi
two traditional varieties commonly grown by Ugandan farmers.

Methods s ) o
En‘:erprise budget methodology is used to analyze the economic performance of the vanousegil:sa;"d
varieties (Kay et al., 2011). Enterprise budgeting is an approach used to forgamse re.venbued:ee‘z;?cr i
i ; ise (i this case). The base unit for enterprise bu
fits for a single enterprise (i.e., groundnuts in : e R
E;iany one hectare and the primary purpose is to estimate expected costs, returns, and profits per he:
(ha) or per unit of output (kg).

i ross
As shown in Table 7, the enterprise budget first shows the gross return, followed ?y vatna[::ec(:;s)ts,lg 2
i i of b
i i i fixed costs and profits (gross returns minus n
argin (gross return minus variable costs), ) menlier
r:na\%sis(iescribed below profits reflect a return to family labor and management since the: p
categories are excluded from the costs in the budgets.

i ted here,
ke a break-even analysis. In the budgets present
ise budgets can be readily used to underta ak-e sdhere
sv"eti:izljafe bfeak even yields which are obtained by dividing (_otal costs by lr||‘e exf:c:sjno:rt‘passﬁmed
In other words, the breakeven yield is the level of output required to cover at costs g
nt.
expected uutpu‘t price while holding all other components of the budget consta

Data - fetics. imi '

Asindicated above, we are examining a total of 14 releases and two traditional varieties. he timing of these
i 5

releases has been as follows:

Table 6: Groundnut varieties and their timing of releases

o Serenut 1R and 2
z 22 2 5 Serenut 3R and 4T
2 290 Serenut 5R and 6T
2 Ay Serenut 7-14 series
8 20(1;: Red Beauty.

191
1 Amasoga
1 Unknown_
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GROUNDNUT SEED SYSTEMS IN UGANDA

The Government of Uganda recognizes both the formal and informal sectors in its policies and Programmes,
It has developed a young and vibrant local seed industry, with 23 seed companies currently registered and

and quality control services, but capacities in delivering these public services are limited, which in turn
limits growth and professionalism in the sector. The seed policy is in the process of being implemented.
Several non-governmental organisations (NGOs) support farmer-saved and community-based seed Systems.
These NGOs strengthen the farmers’ groups in aspects of seed production, quality assurance, agri-business
management, and seed marketing. The Government of Uganda recognizes that this intermediary System
fills a gap between the formal and informal seed systems.

5.1 CLASSES OF SEED
Uganda has adopted the OECD seed scheme that recognizes the following five classes of seed:

Nucleus seed: Nucleus seed is produced from the basic seed stock, Nucleus seed, or Breeder seed available
from the originating breeder or institution under the direct supervision of the originating or a sponsored
plant breeder following the Progeny row method. True to type (representing diagnostic characteristics of
a released variety selected for Nucleus seed production) plants are selected individually from the space
planted basic seed stock (or Nueleus or Breeder seed plot). The number of selected plants will depend upon
the quantity of Nucleus seed to be Produced taking the multiplication ratio into account. These selected
plants are studied for plant characteristics during the growing period in the field, and for pod and seed
characteristics after harvest. Only those plants which fully conform to the diagnostic characteristics of
the variety under multiplication, are retained individually. In the following season, these plants are space-
planted in Progeny rows and each Progeny is again studied carefully during pre- and post-harvest, for
diagnostic cha racteristics of the variety under multiplication. Any progeny deviating from these diagnostic
characteristics is rejected. The selected Progenies are then bulked to form Nucleus seed stock.

Breeder seed: Nucleus seedis used to produce the Breeder seed, which is done under the direct supervision
ofthe originating or a Sponsored plant breeder. It is usedtoincrease the Foundation seed and is notavailable

eneral cultivation. Because of the low seed multiplication ratio in groundnut, two Stages of Breeder
seed production are permissible. The Nucleus seed is multiplied to obtain Breeder seed Stage I, which in
turn is multiplied to obtain Breeder seed Stage Il. However, it is essential to use only duly certified Breeder
seed Stage | to produce Breeder seed Stage Il. The Breeder seed cropis sown at normal recommended plant
density.

Foundation seed: This is the offspring of Breeder seed or occasionally the progeny of Foundation seed.
The breeder and originating institution help to maintain genetic purity and identity of the Foundation seed
conforming to the standards prescribed for this class of seed,

Registered seed: This is the offspring of Foundation seed and is produced under agency regulations to
maintain varietal purity and identity.

universities, public and private sector seed producing agencies, authorized farmers’ organisations, and
registered individual farmers generally undertake Foundation, Registered, and Certified seed production
Programs. Each class of seeds has its own prescribed seed standards, which are to be met by the seed
Browers for certification,
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. AL
T 8: Ssummary of the Mean Gross Margins, Profits and Break-Even Yields for Groundnut Varieties in
able

Uganda

‘.Serenﬂl;(NIR &2 1,323,000 1,223,000 :;:i
Serenut 3R 1,586,200 1,486,200 s
Serenut 4T 1,363,000 1,263,000 o
Serenut 5R & 6T 2,143,000 2,043,000 —
Serenut 7T, 97, 11T, 13T 4,783,000 4,683,000 —
Serenut 8R, 10R, 12R, 14R 6,323,000 6,223,002 —
Amasoga - 689,000 - 789,00 —

Red beauty -37,000 - 137,000
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2 TYPES OF SEED SYSTEMS

ormal seed system

d. The Nati A isati R dinates
The formal sector is fully regulated. The National Agricultural Research Organisation (NARO) coor
he fori

les. Although
ty development of all crops, except sugarcane, tea, tobacco, flowers and most vegetabl
ariety

i i i ises companies
5 i dation seed, it cannot do it all alone so it supervi:

ible for producing breeder and founda it cann e
respunsnblesroasgociaﬁoﬂs to produce foundation seed, which is then passed on}t.o ofltgr;)v:sircsec}rvan o
- farmEfamES to produce certified seed, supervised by the National Seed Cemh;an;)n nzaﬁon il
SEEC} CDnglplj The classes of seeds produced include: nucleus seed, breeder seed, Fou

etal, 8

Certified seed (Table 9).

An individual farmer can also produce Foundation and Certified seed at his/her farm by obtaining the
i

i i intaining the
iate class of parent seed (Breeder or Foundation seed) from authorized soyf:czs{)nl:;\ e
appro?r<ad€h Id and crop standards and getting the field inspected and producevce‘rln he .n: A
PrESCf;'b; n EAgency Farmers should retain the original tags of parent seed until all the insp:
Certificatiol 5

Seed Certification Agency are completed.

roundnut seed should not be carried over more than a year if it is to be sold as certified see
Groun fied seed

Table 9: Source of Seed and Stages of Seed Multiplication

stNo | Stages of Seed Multipli reof
= 71h Nucleus, IPS e
ucle
Breeder-Stage |
; Breeder
Breeder-Stage Il
: rlorll
4 Foundation Stage | Brzez:; e
n
Foundation Stage Il Founda
- Certified Stage | Foundation Stage I or Il
- i ified Stage |
Certified Stage Il Certi = i -
. Truthful Seed Breeder to Certified Stage II.
ruf ul
8

e~ i here is little or no government
i | sector includes NGOs, farmers’ groups and family farm;.dlu! L,
. '”'_o”“a Se‘cf al sector supplies an estimated 95% of the grou e e
\rlflgt[;wl'am::j?neﬂ;rr‘nzrsystem several programmes focus on cz:drg:lgweg" et oot e
veeimat ; izing them as a e
et R i iable commercial sector. Programme
government supports these pi . T e i o
; : e i ved varieties resulting fro
seed systems; and aims to transf r et ' o
: . el is i i seed production practices,
breccieag ‘1“3'\;‘/ S!:ARO and CGIARs. The emphasis in relahon‘toand I bl
el y, o Fen : rammes are not sustainable
e i rof
e is;ues’ ffarmersogimme S B Shi’.WS tI}“a';:f;mers’ seed producer groups
arrangements differs from pre urship. Professionalizi d e
; e el ializil uality seed of locally de
WL oo inably commercializing q Al ennes
I i roducing and sustai e A :
s b.USIHESSEIS. fljIrr':arket may complement the efforts of na::w e bl
cropsandiariciey fgr: ah?ca odel to ,the extent that some groups havEEDO)
entermmes (O i lopment Organisation - A
ity Enterprises Deve! :
- The public sector (research stations) ar‘1d S'EI'Ed
Y% this requirement. Because of nan-availability

& ighs supp!
In Uganda, annual demand for certified S?EH ::;‘:’;:E‘mcﬁ:n 5
Private sector (seed companies) only satisfy




of seed of newly released varieties in required quantities, the landraces (old varieties

) such as Redbeauty,
Erudurudu, Amasoga, Acholi white, Amasoga, Etesot and others continue to dominat

e the variety scene in

al ; g in low productivity, Unless
farmers, participating NGOs and the private sector come forward in significant way, the demand for certified
seed of groundnuts will remain unfulfilled in Uganda. As a consequence,

promote the informal seed sector to overcol

. me the shortages of good
on of improved varieties of groundnuts amon,

quality seed and hasten the diffusi g the farming communities

These include the following.

a) Local village seed systems: Under this Programme interested

Un { farmers are provided with Foundation
Ining given by breeding institution

/public sector seed producing agencies /

: at the village level. The seed fa

free to sell their seed to other ithil i illage. This Isiuitab!e for groundnrl:?i:a?"i:

costs to serve large scattered farmers), with high seeding rates (requiring

, with low genetic deterioration (that can be grown for years without loss
ability (which cannot be stored for more than one year without losing

ly arrangements should emphasize schemes that entail low transaction

om family, friends or relatives, or pui
ocal and diverse varieties that are ac
However, these systems are recyclin
ing with emergency seed issues. The.
€ critical to improve productivity,

rchase seed from the markets. Village
cessible and are of acceptable quality
g seed of old varieties with low genetic
Se systems are also largely inefficient at

seed systems offer a range of |
with flexible transactions costs,
purity and have difficulties deali
generating new varieties that ar

¢) Contract seed Production: as the
they could promote quality seed prod|
farmers and traders need to be educa
and storage. Contractual arrangeme
are necessary to motivate farmers t
assured market will guarantee sales

local seed sellers constitute j
< the major source of roundnut seeds,
uction through contract f: . 3

A : arming of improved varieties. However, both

e technical aspects of groundnut seed production, Pprocessing
nts between Producers and seed companies / processors / producers
0 use other agricultural inputs such as fertilizers and pesticides. This
of the harvest hence added motivation to produce,
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viii. Not all defects in seeds can be seen during field inspections. To confirm the value of the seed
to the farmer, seed testing is done on a sample in a laboratory against various attributes as
specified in the certification standards. Submitted samples are received in the laboratory from
the processing plant, other farmers and NGO's. Samples originating from seed inspectors or seed
analysts are referred to as official samples while the rest are private samples. Official samples are
accompanied by a seed test request form.

ix.  The inspector finally approves or rejects a seed crop by completing Form SR 10A.
X.  Arepresentative sample of the harvested crop is taken for a laboratory test that will lead to either
farm stock approval or rejection by completing Form SR 108.

Xi.  Only seed from a registered crop that has been conditioned in accordance with the provisions of
seed regulations is sampled for laboratory tests and post control verification. A representative
sample is taken using ISTA or other internationally recognized procedures by completing Form SR
11. The sample is subdivided into three parts.

X,

The three sealed samples are then sent to the National Seed Testing Laboratory (NTSL) as follows;
one sample for laboratory analysis, a second sample for post control planting and the third sample
to be held as a reserve sample.

Xili. The results obtained from the National Seed Testing Laboratory together with the field inspection
reports enable the NSCS to grant or reject certification of the seed lot. Certification includes
labelling and sealing.

Xiv.  Test results are recorded on a certificate, Form 12 A.

Xv.  For private samples, the test report is furnished to the sender by completing Form SR12B. Al test
reports of private seed samples are stam ped “Not for Sale”- own use only.

xvi. Seed samples are retained and stored under optimum storage conditions for at least 12 months
from the date of the original test result. Any person aggrieved by the results of the official seed
test may appeal to the Head of NSCS who shall order a retest on the original sample submitted.
Official labels shall be attached under the supervision of an official seed inspector.

Table 10: Schedule of field and labolatory groundnut seed certification standards for East Africa
E— b S i 2

. SeedClasses
C1L c2 |

Ic ards.

Land requirement (seasons before) i 1 al

Isolation (meters) 5 3

Maximum Off-types (%) 0.1 0.5 0.5

Minimum number of inspections 2,

Rosette virus 1/1000plants  5/1000 plants  5/1000 plants
' Bacterial wilt 15 0 0 0

maboratory seed testing Standards |
Pure seed (%) 98.0 e |
m’!mqm Inert matter (% ) 1.95 2,95 2.95
m 1 Other seeds( % ) 0.05 0.05 0.05
mmgmﬁermlnaﬁon (%) 75 75 75

n Moisture content (%) 10 10 10

Sources: Obongo, 2007; Ssebuliba, 2010
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5.3 SEED CERTIFICATION MONITORING AND INSPECTION STANDARDS

standards for seed certification

The components of a seed programme include plant breeding, variety release, seed prcduc.ﬁon, 'SEEd

cessing, seed certification, seed marketing and extension. These components havg to be |nterl|n|fed
i der to function towards the desired goal. Seed certification is a system for ensuring the production
= Orneerrica\ly pure, good quality seed of improved varieties. The task of seed certification is accomplish?d
flirieugh various steps: determining the eligibility of.cum‘vars, .verifyin.g that the seeg source is alutrt:ierrl‘h;
field inspection, lot examination, sampling, seed testing, labelling, sealing and establishment/evaluatio
pre-and post-control plots.

Seed certification procedures
Under regional harmonization, groundnut is among the 10 crops idenﬁﬁed‘as ecqnomlcally vital _and
commended for compulsory seed certification. In seed certification, all field inspections, lot .lnspechor\s
rid seed testing must be done by well-trained and qualified staff. The procedures and techniques tAo.he
ZSed are clearly set out in the seed certification hand-book to avoid decisions based on personal omeun
and ensure the use of uniform criteria among the seed inspectors and analysts. The hand-book h:s‘ et:n
harmonized with provisions under OECD and ISTA. The procedures in the Ahandl—bool‘; al;‘e r;:ec;e dlr:moi
i i i in line with the harmonized regional standards. The hand-
seed regulations being developed, which are in theh L 2 :
gives a ietailed account of the procedures for seed certification, which can be summarized as follows:

To deal in seed in Uganda, a person must first apply for registration to the National Seed
Certification Services (NSCS) by filling form SR 5 :
Any successful applicantis then registered with NSCS as a seed merchant and must be in possession
of a valid registration certificate on Form SR 6. ;
With a valid Form SR 6, a seed merchant then proceeds with growing seetz.t:"\:ose\.:je::o: s‘;
: i i tion of

i hant applies to the NSCS for inspec !

planting, a seed grower or mercl Sl s
i isi ly referred to as submission of pl

leting Form SR 7. In Uganda, this is commonl s | >
ii??orm ihould clearly spell out the name of the grower, tocano.n: crf:up, vanettz a::oav:;e:sd
among others. The origin of the seed sown for inspection and cemﬁFanon musf ofemi e
linked to the breeders’ seed. Therefore, Form SR 7 must be accompanied by proo 7 scsep(gd e
seed, which is a certification label. When necessary, a letter from the breeder can
confirmation of origin of breeders’ seed.

i i is eligible for
iv. NSCS registers the seed crop by completing Form SR 8, which confirms that the crop is eligil

inspeCﬁon. ini ded is two
The number of field inspections depends on the crop but the minimum recommen

(Table 10).

- — ive i o
Preliminary inspection is done 1 to 2 weeks before flowering. This is to give time for
a. @

] ir tion occurs.
ective measures before inspect .
i -types and make unyothercorr_ tive befor g
b. ;77:3/2?n;ﬁ:n5y:ecﬁon is the most crucial activity in seed cert] ﬁcanur.: am.z‘ :mf;; 4
; identification, off-type counts to det the degree of ¢

pest/disease occurrence.
¢.  Pre-harvestinspectionisdt
At this stage the inspector ch_ e.cks-o
makes further cultivar identificatio
yield.

when thecropis physiologically mature, be/a(eharvesnng.
o n the diseases and pests that occur late it the season,
n, checks on off types and make counts and assesses

D 0! i ion or farm stock approval, the
ng processing inspectiol post-harvest inspection or :

i ing p ing inspection, also known as st-hary % Jaga A

y 5” . h 5!‘( I Som‘ng checks on storage facilities, estimates or confirms yields and takes

inspector checks on st )

samples forletore e s the grower of his/her recommendation for

the inspector inform on which approval of

vl Onconple e e R ARl y written statement, for any operation,

i i learl
the crop by leaving behind a ¢ !
the crop may depend by completing Form SR 9. . 25

st Generation certified seed (C1)

% 2nd Generation certified seed (C2)

The seed certification standards presented in this manual are for East Africa (Kenya, Uganda
Note:

Te i ing fi ds for
i i Rwanda. They were arrived at after c field and L

anzun’m) f!ndmclm{e W UL ;Z : i I o ield oo i

thelj Associ;;;on of Official Seed Certification Agencies of the US (AOSCA); Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania,

Rules;

and Rwanda.

n Uganda, ity s continues to remain a major constraint to promoting improved
L i i i i
da, where limited availability of seed: 1t s T I
; d t’ varieties among the farmers, it may be advisable to relax some of these standards to stimulate a
groundnu
seed production chain in the formal seed sector.

5.4 MONITORING AND INSPECTION
isil ificatit . As such,
h leus and breeder seed do not come under the supervision of a seed cernﬁcznices:h:r:z;le =
The m'Jcr:eo prescribed monitoring/inspection procedure for the_m. However, !PI\e breeej mgucﬁon e
: ererelzsfuu conformity to diagnostic characteristics of the variety. under nun;le_us s:cﬁos i b
fwngs:est purity standards of the seed. The breeder should carry oEt ::nhonl'r;x:f1 o!fnfsfype Rl
: imi healthy, abnormal - 5 .
ing and at harvest to eliminate any uni b isAd: e
ai?d a[;tehreﬂ;;ee:iczlly so pure as to guarantee that in the subsequent generation, i.e. certi
shou
seed conform to the prescribed standards.

. S S entialt
Breeder seed production: The availability of Breeder seedlm required qu a»n.tmes |si ess ntial to promote and.
. :
ustai production chain to popularize newly released and notified varieties among the farmers.
sustain the seed production chain to p

view of seed certification, a mulﬁd.isci;.)lm?ry
Althote] t.he. i bduziler:'ma C;r;net ::fﬁ;l;:st?rzn entomologist fror‘n the t.:reedfinilci?‘;itrxiig
b m“S'S_“”E i D'af".[ r?\' Ids’for Breeder seed production. At least two inspections brofure kel
b mo'mmr th'E e ended. The breeder seed field is inspectgd 2-3 weeks ]'E|'Ca“'°n e
to contr e o ’?CT""’c“m to -diagnosric characteristics of the variety under m;;nﬁcnaﬁun L2
[c:hcer?rve:ch:bzzn:;:a\gdz otf cerop Y?usbandrv and isolation distar;cset. E;:ez;z::v;;e;i;nb\:e fF::r gmundnm,l
ol iplicati e 1and Sta glon in
Saomzﬁmes I;W;\S‘;%e;:;:;Z;i:ﬁ;:zdpm:I::r;?f;rr‘a(::zg that in the subsequent generation, i.e. certified

reeder seed shol

S.
Foundation seed conform to the recommended standard

i n farms by the seed
- i lly produced at their ow!
i fon: Foundation seed is genera 3 iplication (Stage 1 and Stage 2)
Fuugdahon see“’ prf‘i:cl;"z:der seed, two stages of Foundation seed multiplication (Stagt
producing agencies. Li 3
are also permissible in groundnut. e
i ! fields. The Founda
i i erally produced in farmers’ e
ifi ion: The Certified seedis gen i m to produce Certifie §
Cert;ﬁgd see p:;?:sui‘(:it:mfy farmers and enter into an agreement with thei p
producing agen

: ible for getting the
i es, who are responsible 8
i i the seed producing agencies, isi of technically
By = af:’edrigutl:rl‘gtl:tsepsitae:yt;yesignated seed certification agency comprising a team
produce certified by the

qualified personnel. e
i |d and post-harv
g i ts organises the fiel Rl
; ification agency Or its agents 0 of a grow-out test, where:

0 aufthor:E_d slTed E:;t;lz; personnel. A seed analysis report and results 8
a team of technical y = ertificate.
prescribed, are taken into account before issuance ofac B
fied seed at his/her farm by obtaining the

Folrdaticyianc ol ) from authorized sources, maintaining the

PRS- e
An individual farmer can also produc e

n
appropriate class of parent seed (Breeder or Fou




prescribed field and crop standards and getting the field inspected and produce certified by the designated T o 4 g

= i i roduction
seed certification agency. Farmers should retain the original tags of parent seed until all the inspections by Box 3: Salient Steps in quality groundnut seed pi
the seed certification agency are completed,

«  Plan early before season’s onset and have all the neces
Currently, the seed multiplication ratio in groundnut ranges between 1:5 and 1:10. Under assured growing
conditions and high inputs, this multiplication ratio can be further increased. It is important to get a high
pod yield in a seed crop to ensure lower seed prices for the farmers and more profit to seed growers,

Obtain pure stock groundnut seed to plant your see:
« Selecta field free of volunteer plants, diseases ant

« Prepare the field well so as to control weeds, g
FUTURE PLANS FOR STANDARDS FOR SEED CERTIFICATION IN UGANDA

Plant at the right time which will give the best star
With the newly introduced system of tamper proof seed labels,
seed will decrease,

«  Fertilize, cultivate, irrigate, spray, etc., so as
Wwhich will not only improve agricultural prod

it is believed that the level of counterfeit

+  Atstages when you can see offtypes, rog
uctivity, but will also create more market field
for genuine seed producers and seed dealers. The system will also be a useful asset in generating data on
seed production. The sustainability of the system is however a challenge, with NSCS still under MAAIE. As +  Have a field day, to show your gro
the production of foundation seed improves, the industry will set a time frame for phasing out the use farmers
of standard seed in favour of certified seed. One of the future plans of MAAIF is to strengthen NSCS with =
| sufficient resources like man power, financial resources and infrastructure to enable the unit to enforce
1 standards. It is however not clearly ui

nderstood when and how this is 80ing o be a reality.

pure
CONCLUSION

*  Dry the groundnut seed

High-quality groundnut seeds

production requires a high level of m:
and continues through delive

* Thresh sothe groundn
ry of seeds to the groundnut farmer

anagement that begins before planting

e Clean the seed, an
(See page32; Appendix B). Use of high ceed :
quality groundnut seeds ensure improved groundnut productivity. Organizing high quality seed production
and distribution is critical to the implementation of any seed pro

If necessary, aj
factors in the forefront of all decisi

These preconditions also apply to
variety are important parameters fo
| climatic and soil conditions to ensu|
| |

ons about their Crop - namely, crop protection and maturity at harvest.
other factors that affect productivity. Pod and grain size of a specific
r determining seed value. The crop should be grown under appropriate

ncies and commerce outlets (e.g. seed

R
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APPENDIX A : VARIETY RELEASES 1966 - 2011
Yield (kg/ha)
Adapted from Okello et al., 2013

Maturity Days
100-110
100-110

Serenut 1R
Serenut 3R
Serenut 4T
Serenut SR
Serenut 6T
Serenut 7T
Serenut 8R
Serenut 9T
Serenut 10R
Serenut 11T
Serenut 12R
Serenut 13T
Serenut 14R

Serenut 1R
Serenut 2
Serenut 3R
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Groundnut pods drying on cemented floor.

Fresh harvest being cured in the field.
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Cleaning / winnowing seeds.

Hand shelling groundnuts for planting.
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